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signing a peace. They were obliged to accept the conditions
of the Centra] Powers, however hard they might be ...
the only one of us who doubted this was Count Czernin."1

The influence of the Supreme Command and the views
of the Fatherland Party could also be seen in the attitude
adopted by the Germans during the negotiations which
followed from December 26 to 28 on the special questions
which concerned Russia and the Central Powers. The
Russians presented in draft form two articles concerning
the treatment of occupied territories which provided for
the simultaneous withdrawal of Russian troops from
Turkey and Persia, and of Austrian and German troops
from Poland, Lithuania, and Courland- The local plebiscites
which it was proposed to hold in these territories were to
be carried out in the absence of all troops of either party,
leaving the control in the hands of local or national militia.
Until the holding of the plebiscites the government of
these regions would " remain in the hands of representatives
of the local population elected democratically ". The fixing
of the date and the organization of the mutual evacuation
was to be the task of a special military commission.

The Central Powers suggested making these proposals
the subject of the first two articles of the preliminary
peace, but they put forward an alternative text of their
own, more definite in form :

Article I. Russia and Germany are to declare the
state of war at an end. Both nations are resolved to
live together in the future in peace and friendship. On
the condition of complete reciprocity, vis-d-vis her
allies, Germany would be ready as soon as peace is
concluded with Russia and the demobilization of the
Russian armies has been accomplished, to evacuate
her present position in occupied Russian territory in
so far as no different inferences result from Article II.

1 Hoffmann, ii. 201-204 ; Czernin, pp. 226-228 ; Fokke, p. 130.
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